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After Katrina: Stronger or Still Exposed"

By Jeff Thomas

Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans in 2005.
The storm itself did not destroy the city. The levees
failed. That failure drowned entire neighborhoods,
wiped out homes, and scattered people. Katrina’s
shadow still haunts New Orleans.

Twenty years later, billions have been spent to
rebuild and protect. Lives resumed, communities
reshaped, and new defenses rose. But the central
question remains: are we truly safer?

Levees, Flooding, and the Old Housing Stock

Katrina was an epic failure of the levee system.
Water poured into New Orleans because man-made
protections collapsed. Poorly built homes were
not the problem. Entire neighborhoods washed
away because the levees broke.

Still, the damage revealed something else:
New Orleans had an extremely old housing stock.
Shotgun doubles, creole cottages, and century-old
homes filled the city. Once the waters receded, tens
of thousands were left damaged beyond repair.

This destruction forced a reckoning. Building
codes were antiquated. With storms forming faster,
hitting harder, and carrying more water, Louisiana
needed higher standards. The federal and state
response was to rebuild stronger. That was one of
government’s better responses to Katrina’s lessons.

Building Codes and Roofing Rules

Since Katrina, New Orleans has updated codes.
The city now requires inspections on all new roof
projects. Contractors must show the work meets
minimum standards. Statewide, Louisiana promotes
fortified roofs. Homeowners can choose them
and sometimes earn insurance discounts. But New
Orleans has not made them mandatory. For many,
cost is the barrier.

The reality is mixed. Codes are stronger, but
enforcement is uneven. Much of the city’s old
housing stock still stands vulnerable.

Insurance in Crisis

Insurance remains Katrina’s cruelest legacy.
Companies collapsed under the flood of claims.
Many left Louisiana altogether.

Today, families pay some of the highest
premiums in the nation. Flood and wind coverage
are mandatory for most homeowners. Renters
feel the squeeze as landlords raise rents to cover
higher costs. The market is fragile. Another Katrina
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= and leaves you anticipating the next.

Lagniappe Baking is a neighborhood
bakehouse owned by pastry chef
Kaitlin Guerin, a 2025 James Beard
Award nominee. The one-of-a-kind
assorted pastry boxes highlight the
local, seasonal bounty of the Crescent
City’s agriculture. Each box challenges
_ your taste buds with flavor combinations

www.lagniappebaking.com

Selling to the Federal Government Webinar
Thursday, August 28, 2025, 12:00 pm-3:00 pm CDT
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: George Tapia, 610-382-3086,
george.tapia@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

Did you know that the federal government is the
largest purchaser of goods and services in the
world? Interested in learning how your business
can market your services or goods to the federal
government? Register online at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/how-to-sell-to-the-federal-
government-tickets-21790713611 SBA helps to
ensure small businesses get fair opportunities to
share federal government prime contracts. Topics
will include: How to Register, Small Business
Certifications, Finding Opportunities, Marketing
Your Firm, Federal Supply Schedules, Getting
Paid, Tips to Prepare Your Offer, How to Seek
Additional Assistance. All training sessions are
held via Microsoft Teams Meeting.

Federal Contracting: Woman-Owned Small
Business (WOSB) Certification Program Webinar
Tuesday, September 16, 2025, 1:00 pm-3:00 pm CDT
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Patrice Dozier, patrice.dozier@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required

SBA is creating a space for Woman-Owned
Small Businesses, via WOSB certification!

VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Are you a woman owner of a small business?
The federal government’s goal is to award

at least five percent of all federal contracting
dollars to woman-owned small businesses each
year. Join us for training on how to register for
SBA’s Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB)
program, which helps eligible small businesses
to qualify for federal contracting opportunities.
The monthly sessions include an overview of
the self-certification process, and a discussion
of the NAICS codes that qualify as WOSB or
EDWOSB. Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/woman-owned-small-business-wosb-
certification-program-tickets-1123668515779

8(a) Orientation and SAM Registration Webinar
Wednesday, September 17, 2025, 9:30-11:00 am CDT
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: SBA lllinois District Office, 312-353-4528,
illinois.do@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

Join the Small Business Administration (SBA)
[llinois District Office for a virtual workshop
providing an overview of the 8(a) Business
Development program, eligibility requirements,
and program benefits. Also learn how to increase
your potential for federal contract opportunities
through System for Award Management (SAM)
registration, including information that you
need for the registration process. SBA presenters
will offer addional tips, address FAQs, give
directions on where to get further assistance,
and answer your other questions. For this and
other events, one goal is to better address the
needs of attending current and soon-to-be business
owners. To register for this free webinar, visit
https://www.sba.gov/event/65214
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PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES

With a database of over 1.6 million businesses,
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices

Advertisements

Placed in various Louisiana Business Journal
digital publications every month and at
www.louisianabusinessjournal.com

Special Follow-Up Services

Custom design and development of services
that you need for particular situations such
as small business marketing, diversity goal
completion, and agency capacity building

Call for more information: 800-800-8534
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Small Business Exchange, Inc.
is DBE certified by the Louisiana UCP.
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1n recognition of the 17 publication since Hurricane Katrina
and to the rebuilding of Gusiness in your community.
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